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S I D E  
E L E M E N T A R Y  

S C H O O L  

 The last day of school in 2007, December 20, was a short one at 
that, since we started two hours late because of the bad weather.  We all 
enjoyed a short end-of-the-year celebration in the cafeteria, featuring a 
comedy favorite, Mike Hemmelgarn, a ventriloquist.   Santa dropped by, 
too, with candy canes for all.  This program, like most, is paid for by the 
money raised in our annual fundraiser.  
 Earlier in the month, the PTO sponsored its own óSantaôs South 
Pole Workshopô for student gift-buying.  This year was bigger than last 
year, and PTO purchased all the gifts available, and set prices...the 
works.  PTO also helped parents with gift-giving, too, with a Book Fair.  
The traditional Christmas tree was decorated in Compass Hall, decorated 
with studentsô own handmade ornaments.  Several short student musical 
programs were performed in the middle of the month, featuring first, third 
and fifth grades, all directed by our Anita English.  The choir performed 
downtown at óChristmas on Main Street.ô 
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THE WORLD IS CONFUSING; KIDS GET CONFUSED.  

 A couple of years ago, a younger student became confused, left 
the building, and walked home.  Of course, this is the last thing we want 
to happen.  Be sure your child knows what steps to take to be safe. 
 
Ý Make sure your child knows to get help from a grown -up, and never 

thinks about leaving the school if sick, worried or upset.  

Ý The main door of the school is always unlocked during school hours, while 
most doors around the school are locked. 

Ý When your children are late for school, all parents are expected to es-

cort their children into the office to sign in.  

Ý Be sure to send back the recent form (itôs cherry red) telling us what to do in 
the event that school closes early, like if a snowstorm blows in during the 
day. 

Ý If they miss the bus after school, or if their ride doesnôt arrive, remind 

them to come back into the school office for help ðNOT walk home.  

Ý Call the school if your child is absent;  also, call the school if your child does-
nôt arrive home as expected. 

Ý The school attempts to ñcourtesy callò parents if children are absent 
and we havenôt been called.  However, sometimes the office is very 
busy, some parents are working, some are asleep, some are out of the 

house...so we donôt guarantee a contact. 

Ý If your child leaves home after you do each morning, make sure thereôs a 
plan for how to handle sudden illness. 

Ý Very few children walk to SSES.  If your children plan to walk or ride a 

bike to school, be sure they know to get your permission first.  

Ý If you donôt know your neighbors, get acquainted & become friends!  Your 
next-door neighbor can be a life-saver if the unexpected happens. 

WINTER ôTHAWõ 
CA LE NDAR  

1/7 PTO Meeting, 7:00 

1/15 SSES Spelling Bee 

1/16 Grade Reports issued  

1/24 3-5 Commendations, 1:30 

1/25 K-2 Commendations, 9:00 

2/5 School Science Fair 

2/6 Delay Day for Sch. Imp. 

2/14 Parent conferences 

2/15 EARLY DISMISSAL 

2/18 NO SCHOOLðPres. Day 

3/21 NO SCHOOLðGood Fri. 

3/24+ SPRING VACATION 

 

ANOTHER DELAY DAY:  

 The state of Indiana has 
announced a challenging set of 
academic standards for your 
children.  Itôs goodðbut itôs 
tough.  Their schedule for im-
provement is a steep climb, es-
pecially when family incomes are 
falling in Kendallville.  Thatôs why 
we give so much attention to 
school improvement. 

 For children to do better, 
the staff needs to fine tune what 
we do in the classroom.  It takes 
the extra time.  Our next delay 
day is Wednesday, February 6.   



Parents Rule!  

The Important 

Choices Are NOT 

Left to Children.  
 

¶Mom plans the meals, and 

writes down her grocery list 

before going shopping.  Impulse 

buying is avoided, then money 

and calories are saved. 

 

¶The parents set a schedule that 

allows time for breakfast every 

morning.  Itõs not a choice to 

sleep late. 

 

¶Foods in the cabinet and refrig-

erator for snacking are mostly 

fruits and vegetables. 

 

¶Regular soda pop and candy 

are not kept around the house, 

except on special occasions.   

 

¶Since they are essential for 

growth, parents donõt offer few 

choices about whether to eat 

vegetables and fruits.  The chil-

dren are expected to drink 

three glasses of milk a day.  Just 

ònot liking itó doesnõt let any-

body off the hook. 

 

¶Parents help with servings, and 

expect their children to eat a 

reasonable amount. 

 

¶Salt, butter, oil and sugar are 

used sparingly.   

 

¶Parents know the food pyra-

mid, and they buy whole grain, 

fortified breads and cereals. 

 

¶Parents talk about foods, so 

children know the kinds of 

foods that have minerals, vita-

mins, proteins, fats, and carbo-

hydrates. 

 

¶Children help with food prepa-

ration as they are able.  They 

help with dishes, too, so they 

know that serving good food is 

work, and it should be used, 

not wasted. 

 

¶The family eats together daily.   

 

P A G E  2  

The South Side staff will provide the best 
possible learning environment for all 

children, ensure that students meet high 
academic standards, equip them with the 

adaptability to meet the challenges of a 
changing world,  and fulfill their 

individual potentials. 

 ISTEP tests are given to all 3rd, 4th, and 5th-graders every September. 
We study the ISTEP results closely for children in 3rd, 4th, 5th and even into 
6th grade at KMS.  The ISTEP provides a good comparison of how we are do-
ing compared to all other schools in the state and district. Third grade really led 
the others in results this year, while this yearôs fourth grade had more difficulty 
than last yearôs.  Go online  http://ideanet.doe.state.in.us for more info on that. 
 Low income childrenðespecially the younger onesð continue to have 
more trouble with the ISTEP, and we will continue to work hard to improve on 
that.   If parents have questions about scores, please call Jim Nixon at SSES. 
 Overall, across the district, performance was improved over last year.  
The East Noble schools have adopted several new remedial programs for stu-
dents who are struggling.  We hope to see significantly better results next fall 
as we reach out each day to give those students some extra, individualized 
lessons to strengthen their reading skills.   This effort has been costly, but we 
are very hopeful for good results.   
 Every school in Indiana will receive a ñclassificationò this spring from the 
state, based on test performance.  We hope for the best, but hoping isnôt 
enough.  South Side staff will work hard to make sure our classification repre-
sents our students and our community well.  The results we have now are pre-
liminary, and final school results will be listed in several more weeks, so weôll 
know more by March. 

ISTEP RESULTS POINT US TOWARD AREAS FOR WORK. 

THE SCHOOL CAN HELP  

 Economic times are hard for 
some families, especially after the 
holidays.  If you have had changes 
in your household income, you may 
qualify for reduced-rate or free 
meals for your children at school.  
Please contact us if you want a new 
application for meal assistance.  If 
you qualify, your children can start 
that almost immediately. 
 The school also has a won-
derful team of counselors who have 
great ideas when youôre pulling your 
hair out over child behavior. Thereôs 
an EN social worker who may be 
able to help you get in touch with the 
right organization for physical and 
mental health needs, glasses, pro-
fessional assistance, or government 
help.  Just call us at SSES. 

A KEY TO THEIR FUTURE!  

 Reading 
really is at the 
top of our 
list...reading 
comprehension, 
or making sense 
out of what we 
read.  Itôs proba-
bly our biggest 
goal. Every child 
must learn to 
read in order to succeed in todayôs 
world.  Kids cannot afford to just forget 
about reading. 
 At home, parents can provide 
trips to the library, set aside a reading 
time daily with the TV off, and buy their 
children a magazine subscription for 
their age group.  Now children are grow-
ing up reading from the Internet.   


